
 

 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 
 

Kern Medical Center 
1700 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Bakersfield, California 93306 

 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
 
 

11:30 A.M. 
 
 

BOARD TO RECONVENE 
 
 Board Members: Alsop, Berjis, Bigler, Brar, Kitchen, McLaughlin, Pelz 

Roll Call: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA/OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: ALL ITEMS LISTED 
WITH A "CA" ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE AND NON-CONTROVERSIAL 
BY KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY STAFF. THE "CA" REPRESENTS THE 
CONSENT AGENDA. CONSENT ITEMS WILL BE CONSIDERED FIRST AND MAY 
BE APPROVED BY ONE MOTION IF NO MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR AUDIENCE 
WISHES TO COMMENT OR ASK QUESTIONS. IF COMMENT OR DISCUSSION IS 
DESIRED BY ANYONE, THE ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT 
AGENDA AND WILL BE CONSIDERED IN LISTED SEQUENCE WITH AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 
CONCERNING THE ITEM BEFORE ACTION IS TAKEN. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION SHOWN IN CAPS 
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PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 
1) This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons to address the Board on any matter not on 

this agenda but under the jurisdiction of the Board. Board members may respond briefly to 
statements made or questions posed. They may ask a question for clarification, make a referral 
to staff for factual information or request staff to report back to the Board at a later meeting. In 
addition, the Board may take action to direct the staff to place a matter of business on a future 
agenda. SPEAKERS ARE LIMITED TO TWO MINUTES. PLEASE STATE AND SPELL YOUR 
NAME BEFORE MAKING YOUR PRESENTATION. THANK YOU! 

 
 

BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS 
 
2) On their own initiative, Board members may make an announcement or a report on their own 

activities. They may ask a question for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to 
have staff place a matter of business on a future agenda (Government Code section 
54954.2(a)(2)) –  
 

 
RECOGNITION 

 
3) Presentation by the Chief Executive Officer recognizing Norka Quillatupa, M.D., upon her 

receipt of the 2022 Outstanding Junior Clinician Educator of the Year Award from the American 
Geriatric Society –  

 MAKE PRESENTATION 
 

4) Presentation by the Chief Executive Officer recognizing the Oncology Service staff at Kern 
Medical Center for their contribution to community outreach –  

 MAKE PRESENTATION 
 

 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 
CA 
5) Proposed Resolution in the matter of making findings pursuant to Government Code Section 

54953, as amended by Assembly Bill 361, and authorizing the continued use of virtual meetings 
–  
APPROVE; ADOPT RESOLUTION 

 
CA 
6) Minutes for the Kern County Hospital Authority Board of Governors regular meeting on  

April 20, 2022 –  
APPROVE 

 
CA 
7) Proposed retroactive acceptance of donation from California Health Collaborative for travel and 

related expenses for one Kern Medical Center employee to attend the “2nd Annual Central 
Valley Lactation Conference” in Madera, California, on April 29, 2022 –  
APPROVE; ADOPT RESOLUTION 
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CA 
8) Proposed Agreement with Najib Ussef, M.D, a contract employee, for professional medical 

services in the Department of Surgery from August 20, 2022 through August 19, 2025, in an 
amount not to exceed $2,777,500, plus applicable benefits – 

 APPROVE; AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AS TO FORM BY 
COUNSEL 

 
CA 
9) Proposed retroactive Amendment No. 1 to Agreement 38519 for Personal/Professional 

Services with Tel-Tec Security System, Inc., an independent contractor, for badging and 
access control services, for the period May 9, 2019 through May 8, 2022, extending the term 
for three years from May 9, 2022 through May 8, 2025 –  

 APPROVE; AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN 
 
CA 
10) Proposed Amendment No. 4 to Agreement 2016-041 with the County of Kern, as represented 

by the Administrative Office, Kern County Sheriff’s Office, and Kern County Probation 
Department, for the provision of correctional medicine services to in-custody inmates and 
juvenile wards, for the period July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2022, extending the term for one 
year from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023 – 

 APPROVE; AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN 
 
CA 
11) Proposed Injector Placement Agreement with Bracco Diagnostics, Inc., an independent 

contractor, containing nonstandard terms and conditions, for use of CT contrast injector 
equipment and software from May 18, 2022 through May 17, 2030, in an amount not to exceed 
$8,100 – 
APPROVE; AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN 

 
CA 
12) Proposed Equipment Usage Agreement with Gen-Probe Sales and Service, Inc., an 

independent contractor, containing nonstandard terms and conditions, for purchase of assay 
processing device and test kits from May 18, 2022 through May 17, 2027, in an amount not to 
exceed $1,400,000 –  
APPROVE; AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN 

 
CA 
13) Proposed Service Agreement with Healthfuse, LLC, an independent contractor, containing 

nonstandard terms and conditions, for revenue cycle performance management from June 1, 
2022 through May 31, 2025, in an amount estimated not to exceed $1,723,404 – 
APPROVE; AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN 

 
CA 
14) Proposed Material Transfer Agreement with University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, an 

independent contractor, containing nonstandard terms and conditions, for the transfer of 
specimens for use in the development of Valley Fever diagnostics, effective May 18, 2022 and 
continuing through the length of the study –  

 APPROVE; AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN; AUTHORIZE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
TO SIGN RELATED DOCUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE STUDY SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 
AS TO FORM BY COUNSEL 
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15) Proposed Kern County Hospital Authority operating and capital budget for Fiscal Year 2022-

2023 – 
 APPROVE; REFER TO KERN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR APPROVAL 

 
16) Kern County Hospital Authority Chief Financial Officer report –  
 RECEIVE AND FILE 
 
17) Kern County Hospital Authority Chief Executive Officer report –  
 RECEIVE AND FILE 
 
CA 
18) Claims and Lawsuits Filed as of April 30, 2022 –  
 RECEIVE AND FILE 
 
 
ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION 

 
19) Request for Closed Session regarding peer review of health practitioners (Health and Safety 

Code Section 101855(j)(2)) – 
 
 
20) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – FORMALLY INITIATED LITIGATION  

(Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)) Name of case: Alizae Bagsby, a minor, by and 
through her guardian ad litem, Abagail Bagsby v. Kenneth Hutchins, P.A., an individual; Kern 
County Hospital Authority, a governmental entity; and DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, Kern 
County Superior Court Case No. BCV-20-102566 TSC –  

 
 
RECONVENE FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
 
REPORT ON ACTIONS TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION 
 
 
ADJOURN TO WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2022 AT 11:30 A.M. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION FOR AGENDA ITEMS 

 
All agenda item supporting documentation is available for public review at Kern Medical Center in the 
Administration Department, 1700 Mount Vernon Avenue, Bakersfield, 93306 during regular business 
hours, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, following the posting of the agenda.  Any 
supporting documentation that relates to an agenda item for an open session of any regular meeting 
that is distributed after the agenda is posted and prior to the meeting will also be available for review 
at the same location.   

 
 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
(Government Code Section 54953.2) 

 
The Kern Medical Center Conference Room is accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled 
individuals who need special assistance to attend or participate in a meeting of the Kern County 
Hospital Authority Board of Governors may request assistance at Kern Medical Center in the 
Administration Department, 1700 Mount Vernon Avenue, Bakersfield, California, or by calling (661) 
326-2102. Every effort will be made to reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities by making 
meeting material available in alternative formats. Requests for assistance should be made five (5) 
working days in advance of a meeting whenever possible. 
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18) CLAIMS AND LAWSUITS FILED AS OF APRIL 30, 2021 –  
 RECEIVE AND FILE  
 

A) Claim in the matter of Marie Anthony Ruffin 
B) Claim in the matter of Emelina Reyes 
C) Claim in the matter of Melissa D. Plant 
D) Claim in the matter of Ryan M. Reyes 
E) Summons and Complaint in the matter of Rontasia Patterson v. Kern Medical; Arturo Gomez, 

M.D.; and DOES 1-25, Kern County Superior Court Case No. BCV-22-199111                    
F) Notice of Filing of Amended Discrimination Complaint in the matter of Maria Chavez v. Kern 

County Hospital Authority, et al., DFEH Case No. 202109-14859624; EEOC Case No. 37-A-
2022-00748-C 
 



 
 

Owned and Operated by the Kern County Hospital Authority 
A Designated Public Hospital 

1700 Mount Vernon Avenue | Bakersfield, CA 93306 | (661) 326-2000 | KernMedical.com 

 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING 
 
May 18, 2022 
 
Subject: Proposed Resolution in the matter of making findings pursuant to Government Code Section 
54953, as amended by Assembly Bill 361, and authorizing the continued use of virtual meetings 
 
Recommended Action: Approve; Adopt Resolution  
 
Summary:  
 
On March 17, 2020 Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
These orders specified relaxed provisions of meetings under the Ralph M. Brown Act (California’s open 
meeting law; “Brown Act”) allowing meetings to be conducted through teleconferencing. Executive 
Order N-29-20 expired on September 30, 2021. In response, on September 16, 2021, Governor 
Newsom signed Assembly Bill (AB) 361, which amends Government Code Section 54953 clarifying the 
Brown Act regulations and restrictions relating to the use of teleconferencing to conduct public 
meetings.  
 
Discussion: 
 
Currently the Brown Act states that should a legislative body elect to use teleconferencing it must 
identify each teleconferencing location in the public notice and agenda. The agenda is required to be 
posted at all teleconferencing locations and all locations must be publicly accessible. Additionally, a 
quorum of the members of the legislative body must participate from a teleconferencing location that 
is physically within the jurisdictional boundaries of the public agency.  
 
Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 suspending the Brown Act requirements due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic with the intention of facilitating social distancing and the mitigation of COVID-19. 
The Executive Order expired on September 30, 2021. In response on September 16, 2021 Governor 
Newsom signed AB 361 to replace the expired Executive Order.  
 
Similar to Executive Order N-29-20, AB 361 applies during a State of Emergency proclaimed by the 
Governor. In addition to the State of Emergency, one of the following conditions must apply:  
 

• State or local officials have impose or recommended measures to promote social distancing,  
• The legislative body is meeting to determine whether, because of the emergency, meeting in 

person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees; or 
• The legislative body has determined that, because of the emergency, meeting in person 

presents imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.  
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If the prerequisites mentioned above are met AB 361 provides an exemption to the regular Brown Act 
teleconferencing requirements and an alternate set of requirements will apply. Those requirements 
include: 
  

• Adequate notice of the meeting and posting an agenda as required by the Brown Act;  
• The agenda is not required to list each teleconference location or be physically posted at each 

teleconference location;  
• If there is a disruption in the public broadcast or the call-in or internet-based meeting service, 

the legislative body must cease and take no further action on agenda items until public access is 
restored; and  

• Local agencies cannot require that public comment be submitted prior to the meeting, and 
must allow for live public comment during the specified public comment period of the meeting.  

 
AB 361 sunsets on January 1, 2024. If your Board determines that it is in the best interest of public 
health and safety to continue to hold virtual public meetings, continued reliance will require your 
Board to reevaluate and adopt a new resolution every 30 days. 
 
Therefore, it is recommended that your Board adopt the attached Resolution. 
 
 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
OF THE KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 

_________________ 
 
 
In the matter of:                       Resolution No. 2022-___ 
 
MAKING FINDINGS PURSUANT TO 
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54953, AS 
AMENDED BY ASSEMBLY BILL 361, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CONTINUED USE OF 
VIRTUAL MEETINGS 
_____________________________________ 
 
 I, MONA A. ALLEN, Authority Board Coordinator for the Kern County Hospital 
Authority, hereby certify that the following Resolution, on motion of Director __________, 
seconded by Director __________, was duly and regularly adopted by the Board of 
Governors of the Kern County Hospital Authority at an official meeting thereof on the 18th 
day of May, 2022, by the following vote, and that a copy of the Resolution has been delivered 
to the Chairman of the Board of Governors.  
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
 
      MONA A. ALLEN 

                 Authority Board Coordinator 
   Kern County Hospital Authority  

          
 
                 ____________________________ 
                 Mona A. Allen             
 
             
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Section 1.  WHEREAS: 
 
(a) As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Newson issued Executive 

Order Nos. N-08-21, N-25-20 and N-29-20, which suspended certain provisions of the 
Ralph M. Brown Act to allow legislative bodies to conduct public meetings without strict 
compliance with the teleconferencing provisions of the Brown Act; and  
 

 



Page 2 of 3 
 
 

(b) Assembly Bill 361, signed into law on September 16, 2021, amended 
Government Code section 54953, effective October 1, 2021, to provide relief from the 
teleconferencing provisions of the Brown Act under certain circumstances provided the 
legislative body makes certain findings; and  
 

(c) As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor proclaimed a state of 
emergency on March 4, 2020, in accordance with section 8625 of the California 
Emergency Services Act, and the state of emergency remains in effect; and  
 

(d) As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the California Department of 
Public Health and County of Kern Public Health Services continue to recommend 
measures to promote social distancing.   
  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Governors 
of the Kern County Hospital Authority, as follows: 
 
 1. This Board finds the facts recited herein are true, and further finds that this 
Board has jurisdiction to consider, approve, and adopt the subject of this Resolution. 
 

2. This Board hereby finds that the state of emergency continues to directly 
impact the ability of the members of the Board of Governors to meet safely in person, and 
further that state and local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote 
social distancing.  
 

3.  This Board hereby authorizes the Board of Governors to continue to 
conduct public meetings in accordance with Government Code section 54953, as amended 
by Assembly Bill 361.  
 

4.  This Resolution will be in effect during the period in which state or local 
public officials impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing.   

 
5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and remain 

in effect until June 15, 2022. 
 
6. This Board shall reevaluate the above findings on June 15, 2022, and every 

30 days thereafter. 
 
7. Resolution No. 2022-006, adopted by the Board of Governors on April 20, 

2022, is hereby repealed and superseded by this Resolution. 
 

8. This Board hereby directs staff to take all actions necessary to carry out the 
intent and purpose of this Resolution. 

 
9. The Authority Board Coordinator shall provide copies of this Resolution to 

the following: 
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